Video Notes: Conquest of Spain
· In the seventh century rulers fought over control of the land that was once part of the Roman Empire.
· Muslims invaded Spain, which was under the control of Visigoth King Roderic.
· When Rome fell the Visigoths moved down from Germany into France, Italy, and Spain.

· The Dark Ages included constant war and many peasants turned to the Church for protection.

· Muslims fell under the new caliph of Arabia, Al Walid.

· The Muslims were a new religion that followed the teachings of the Prophet Mohammed. The Angel Gabriel spoke directly to Mohammed, which were recorded in the Qu ‘ran.
· Mohammed’s followers created an empire and converted vast numbers of people throughout the Middle East.

· Using traditional tactics of desert warfare, the Arabs easily conquered all their enemies. They then took resources and resupplied their armies.

· The Islamic armies spread the new Muslim religion from Mecca and the Middle East, through Egypt, and across Northern Africa.

· By the beginning of the Eighth Century the Arab armies reached Europe.

· Al Walid appointed Musa ibn Nusair to be the governor of North Africa. Musa turned to Spain because he believed the Visigoth Kingdom was weak and could be conquered.

· When the previous Visigoth King died the leaders met but a baron from Southern Hispania named Roderic seized power. He was confident that he could defeat the other barons.

· As a chieftain, Roderic organized an army and marched to the capital to take the throne.

· Roderic needed the Catholic bishops to support his coronation as king. Because he was a strong king and could bring stability and unite the kingdom of the Visigoths, it supported him.
· The question became, could Roderic hold the kingdom together?

· Despite becoming king, Roderic still faced rivals.

· The House of Toledo supposedly had magic secrets. The tradition was for each new king to add a lock to the door to secure the secrets. Roderic refused to honor the tradition and went directly to the house. Inside he found a casket, which he opened. Inside there was a piece of paper that read: when the casket should be opened, there will be invaders and the kingdom would be doomed.

·  Roderic next set out to stop the raids by the Basques in Northern Spain. He thought that if the Basques broke away, other regions would too.

· At the same time, there was an even bigger threat in the South, the Arabs.

· Before they could conquer Spain, the Arabs had to control North Africa. They had to first conquer the Berbers (name meant barbarian).

· The Berbers were fierce fighters but they finally surrendered to Arab rule after 30-years of war. The Berbers converted to Islam and fought for the Arab army.

· One Berber leader became a leader in the Arab army, Tariq Ibn Ziyad.

· Musa ordered Tariq to lead the first invasion of Spain in 711 A.D. with 700 men. They first landed at the Rock of Gibraltar in Southern Spain and set up a base there.

· The Visigoths were disorganized and still fought each other over Roderic’s ascension to the throne.

· The Arabs easily took control of the coast and Southern Spain. They began to move northward.

· A messenger finally informed Roderic that the Arabs were invading Southern Spain. Roderic was confident that his royal troops could stop so few initial invaders and quickly went South where he met the invaders.

· The Arabs they faced were mobile and quick and did not line up on a battle field to fight.

· The invaders tried to kill Roderic himself. They surrounded the Visigoths and King Roderic was killed.

· Spain was now in Arab control. The Muslims brought a large invasion force and swiftly took control of Cordoba, Seville, and Toledo.

· Musa met with his commander Tariq and humiliated him to demonstrate Musa’s power over him.

· The remaining Spanish forces fled to Merida, which was quickly surrounded by Arabs. The Visigoths held out for 4-months until they ran out of food and surrendered. All the men were killed and all the women and children were made slaves.

· Other Spanish towns surrendered to Arab rule. By surrendering and signing treaties with the Arabs they agreed to prevent war, death, and slavery. The Arabs required the payment of taxes but allowed the Visigoths to practice their own religion freely.

· Walid, the caliph, became jealous of Musa’s power and wealth. He was summoned and presented himself to Walid. Musa brought treasures of gold, silver, and jewels to Walid. Walid humiliated him and sentenced him to death. Because Musa gave Walid everything he owned, his life was spared and he lived the remainder of his life in poverty.

· The Arab victory over Spain was a turning point in history as the Arabs stayed in Spain for over 700-years. They introduced advances in irrigation and agriculture, manuscripts in math, philosophy, science, and literature. With these Arab advances it prepared Europe for exploration and the Renaissance. Without them, the Renaissance might not have occurred.
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